
CHRISTMAS EVE
THE HOLY EUCHARIST WITH PAGEANT

4 PM, DECEMBER 24, 2025



Welcome!

Bathrooms are in the parish house 
(in hallway outside parish hall).

Please ask if you need help – we’ll 
make sure you find the right place.

Visitor cards can be found 
throughout the campus. 

If you’re here for the first time, please fill out 
a visitor card! Put your completed visitor card 
in the offering plate, or hand it to one of our 
clergy after the service.

Social time available after all services:
Following 8am: Breezeway entrance
Following 9am: Garden close
Following 11am: Social hour in parish hall

Worshiping with Children
Children are welcome at all services. We know kids wiggle 
and make noise – that’s okay! Tips for engaging children 
in worship: Sit where they can see what’s happening and 
point out what’s happening during the service; help your 
child follow along in the bulletin; and bring quiet toys that 
are special for church. If your child needs a break from the 
service, feel free to walk them out and encourage them to 
come back and try again. Know that you probably notice 
your child’s noises and wiggles more than anyone else. 

Children’s worship materials are available in the parish hall 
and church.

Today’s Nursery
3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
First floor, off of Parish Hall  
Infants – kindergarten

Please sign your children in and out of the nursery.  You’ll 
be asked to complete a registration form if it’s your child’s 
first visit. 

Worship & Formation
Sundays

Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
Holy Eucharist for all ages (Parish Hall)
Adult Forum (Parish Hall)
Children’s Formation (2nd floor)
Youth Formation (Lower level)
Holy Eucharist with choir (Church)
Social Hour (Parish Hall)

8am
9am

10am

11am
12:30

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
Dinner (Parish Hall)
Family Choir (2nd floor)
Beginners' Handbell Choir (Lower level)
Intermediate Handbell Choir (Lower level)
Junior Choir (2nd floor)
Engage! Adult formation (Library)

5:30pm
5:30-6:30

6-6:25
6-6:30
6:30-7
6:30-7

6:30pm

Dinner RSVP 

The Season of Christmas
Welcome to St. Philip’s! Join us as we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, beginning 
with Christmas Eve and Day and 
extending for 12 more days – because 
there’s too much joy, peace, and 
gratitude for just one day. We crown 
the season with a Eucharist for the 
Feast of the Epiphany on January 6, 
welcoming the Magi from their long 
travels and offering gifts with them to the 
newborn Christ. May your celebration of 
Christmas ripen and mature each day as 
we celebrate together.



The prophet Isaiah cries out: 
A child has been born for us, a son given to us… and he is named 

Wonderful counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

All through this season of Advent we have been longing for the light. 
And now, Christ our Light is here! 

This light that is given, this astonishing event from long ago,  
continues to live on in our hearts today. 

How wonderful! 
 

Merry Christmas, and welcome to St. Philips on this joyous day, the celebration of 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ! As a community of Worship, Love, and Action, St. 

Philip’s is a church for all people.  
It is so good to be with you.  

If you’re new or visiting, please fill out a welcome card located in the pew and leave it 
with an usher. You can also find out more about St. Philip’s at stphilipsdurham.org, 

or on Facebook or Instagram (@stphilipsdurham).  

For now, please sit back and relax to hear these ancient scriptures and hymns as they 
illuminate the love of God coming into the world. 

While angels proclaim joy  
and assure us there is nothing to fear, 

we join Mary as she ponders all that surrounds her.  

This mystery, this miracle of new life, born to us once more. 

May the abundant blessings of God embrace you with love and light, 
filling you with wonder this happy day. 
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Prelude

During the Prelude, please observe silence so that all may have quiet time available for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship.
Please silence all electronic devices on entering the worship space.

As the procession enters, all who are able please stand and sing.

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant     	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People          	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Processional Hymn 

Please stand as you are able and sing.

Music played by String Quartet or Organ
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.

Son of God, light that shines in the dark, child of joy and peace, help us to come to you and be born anew this 
holy night. Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen.

The Pageant
Source: A Children’s Liturgy for Christmas Eve, The Rev. Jerome Berryman

Please be seated for the children’s Christmas pageant and remain seated until the priest leads the prayer at the end of the pageant. 

The story of Jesus’ birth is told by readers narrating and children and youth acting out the story. We invite you to watch and listen while 
the story is being told and to join in singing the hymns while seated. 

The pageant begins with a reader setting the scene and introducing us to Bethlehem.

All sing.
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The pageant continues with Mary and Joseph making the long journey to Bethlehem.
All sing.

All sing.

The pageant continues as Jesus is born and Mary wraps him in cloth and lays him in the manger.
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The pageant continues with the angels sharing the Good News with shepherds keeping watch over 
their flocks.
All sing.

The pageant continues with the wise men following a bright star that leads them to Bethlehem.
All sing.
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All who are able please stand for the prayer.

The Celebrant continues
Let us pray.  
Holy God, we thank you for the gift of the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. As we celebrate his birth, we pray 
especially for the children and youth of our congregation. May the birth of the Christ child whose story we 
proclaim tonight brings light and life to each of us, and may we know the joy of the incarnation this Christmas 
and always.  Amen.

Please remain standing and sing. During the following hymn the pageant participants return to their families. 

All sing.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation
	   he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
	    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
	    and was made man.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	    he suffered death and was buried.
	    On the third day he rose again
	        in accordance with the Scriptures;
	    he ascended into heaven
	        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
	        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
The Celebrant bids the prayers.

Let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the 
Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in Durham.

And because God particularly loves them, let us remember the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all 
those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God Mary, the God bearer, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant    	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People         	 And also with you.

Greetings and Announcements 

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant continues with the offertory sentence. 

Please stand as you are able as the bread and wine are brought forward.

Presentation Hymn 
Please stand and sing as you are able.

Joy to the World Hymnal 100

Offertory Anthem Family and Junior Choir
Seamus Kenney, Directo
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

Sanctus et Benedictus
Sung by all	



14

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever.
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Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to sing:

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem 
Sung by all

Celebrant	 Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God.
People		  May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

Communion is offered in the form of bread and wine. To receive bread only, open your hands, where the priest will place a 
wafer (gluten-free wafers available).

Wine is offered through sipping from the cup or intinction by the chalice bearer. To drink from the cup, first consume the 
bread. When the chalice bearer approaches, gently guide the cup to your mouth. For intinction, the chalice bearer will take the 
bread, dip it in the wine, and place it back in your hand.

If you would like to receive a blessing in place of communion, please come forward to the altar and place your hands across 
your chest.

Communion Motet
A Boy was born in Bethlehem,

Rejoice for that, Jerusalem!
Alleluya.

He let himself a servant be,
That all mankind He might set free:

Alleluya.
Then praise the Word of God who came

to dwell within a human frame:
Alleluya.

Music by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)
Text: Anonymous 16th Century German

 translated by Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)
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God rest you merry, gentlemen Hymnal 105Communion Hymn
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Love came down at Christmas Hymnal 84Communion Hymn
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O Savior of our fallen race Hymnal 86Communion Hymn
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What child is this, who laid to rest Hymnal 115Communion Hymn
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A stable lamp is lighted Hymnal 104Communion Hymn
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Silent night, holy night Hymnal 111Communion Hymn
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Postcommunion Prayer
Please stand as you are able.
The Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Christmas Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people.

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the 
darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you 
heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and 
favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen.

Angels we have heard on high Hymnal 96Closing Hymn
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The Dismissal

Postlude Postlude played by String Quartet
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In Honor of:
Margot Scott Griffis

Julia Bynum Walter

Matthew George Walter

Melynn, Tim, Tyler, and Vivian 
Glusman

Mya Meyer

The Rev. Julie Blake Fisher

The Rev. Kip Colegrove

Walter Denning III

The Choir

Altar Guild

Our beloved children, Lizzie and Mi-
chael, and their spouses, Steven and 
Erin (by Christina Pogoloff )

Sally Anne King Pitts

Our grandchildren: Henry, Margaret, 
Isabelle, and Kiran (by Judy & Dan 
Pearson)

In Memory of:
Mike Griffis

Elizabeth and Charles Ruffo

Andrew Johnson

Betsy Rollins

Jane Desper Landreth

The Rev. Ted Glusman

Dorothy Manning

Chuck Nordgren

Willie Ip

Sarah & Buck Alford

Susan Reynolds

Dave Bowman

Shearer & Carolyn Bowman

Nancy & Kenan Rand

Kirk Patrick Eidson

Susan Armbruster

Andrew and Maureen Mercer

My wise mother, Loretta Tvrdy, 
(by Ellen Tvrdy)

Dearest friends, Linda Burton 
White & Christine Blair Cole, 
(by Christina Pogoloff )

Ida Whitaker

Betty and Arch Bass, Jr

Donated by:
Mona Griffis

Lynda Katz

Elizabeth Chenery

Robin & David Kneeburg

Jim Desper

Duncan & Robin Krause

Carolyn Glaze

Mary Lo-Uy

Treat Harvey

Amanda Harrison

Pam Denning

Ginny Bowman

Bettye Penick

Virginia Bristol

Erin Hanlin

Ellen Tvrdy

Christina Pogoloff

Donna Rewalt

Shields Reh

Judy & Dan Pearson

Ed & Stuart Embree

Chris Ivy & Virginia Bristol

Richard & Morgan Rutherford

Christmas Greenery Given to the Glory of God 

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers 
who did the work of greening the church, 

led by Bill Pierson, Cathy Halloran, 
and Head Verger Ron Thompson.
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Intercessor
Christina Askounis

Eucharistic 
Ministers

Richard Ammons
Martin Fowler

Bob Walker

Livestream Support
Jeff Pitts

Crucifer
Trot Sappenfield

Altar Guild
Connie Semans
Pam Denning

Alto
Carolyn Coolidge

Erica Jackson
Valerie Wettlaufer

Tenor
Mitchner Howell

Tim Riggs
David Smith
Gabe StClair
Del Wigfall

Soprano
Sarah Ázeline
Nancy Davis
Erin Gasch

Barrett Mardre
Salome Sandoval

Bass
Michael Adams
Colin Anderson

Forrest Burris
Johnny Reis
Alex Smith

String Quartet
Allison Willet, violin
Cortney Baker, violin
Suzanne Rousso, viola
Paula Peroutka, cello

Adult Choir

Members of the Family Choir
Members of the Junior Choir

Family and Junior Choir Director
Seamus Kenney 

Worship Leaders



Holiday Office Schedule
Wednesday, December 24: Open 9 AM – 12 Noon
Thursday, December 25: Closed
Friday, December 26: Closed
Monday, December 29: Open 9 AM – 3 PM
Tuesday, December 30: Open 9 AM – 3 PM
Wednesday, December 31: Open 9 AM – 12 Noon
Thursday, January 1: Closed

Some staff members may be available by appointment. 
Please contact staff members directly to arrange a meeting.

Wednesday, January 7
Wednesday Night Dinner and programs resume

Sunday, January 11
10am Sunday formation resumes

End-of-Year Giving 
Is there still time to fulfill my 2025 pledge?
Yes! Please send your payments by December 31. 
Your timely gifts help St. Philip’s pay end-of-year bills 
on time.

How soon do I need to give?
•	 Dropping off in person: Bring your gift before 

2pm on December 29 (contact bookkeeper Laura 
Dearth at finance@stphilipsdurham.org  to 
arrange a drop-off time.)

•	 Credit card: Initiate the gift by December 28
•	 Mailed gifts: Postmark by December 31

Christmas Lessons and Carols
This Sunday, December 28 • 10am • Church & Online
No formation hour this day. Nursery available 9:30–11:45am

This Sunday we’ll have ONE worship service at 10am 
– Christmas Lessons and Carols with Eucharist in the 
church. Join us for this beautiful service combining 
hymns and choir anthems!

The tradition of Christmas Lessons and Carols dates 
from 1880, when it was first sung at Truro Cathedral 
on Christmas Eve – the same year St. Philip’s was 
organized. The service includes nine lessons and nine 
carols related to the Christmas story, with the carols 
following each lesson illustrating what was read.

Christmas Potluck Social Hour
This Sunday, December 28 • 11am • Parish Hall 
Got leftover Christmas goodies coming out your 
ears? Bring ‘em to share at a Christmas potluck 
social hour! Candy canes, pecan sandies, buckeyes, 
shortbread, pie, Rice Krispie treats, cheese, chocolate 
in any form, fruitcake... all Christmas treats are 
welcome. Note this Sunday’s social hour starts at 
11am. 

New Year’s Eve Eucharist
Wednesday, December 31 • 5:30pm • Chapel
We’ll gather in the chapel for a special Eucharist to 
close the year and begin the new one. Join us for 
some time to reflect on what we’ll leave behind and 
what we’ll take with us into the new year.

What's Happening at St. Philip’s



Epiphany Chili Cook-off & Potluck
January 6 • 6pm • Parish Hall

Who will win the golden spoon and 
silver potholder? Our Epiphany 
celebration features our fourth 
annual chili cook-off and potluck 
before the 7pm Epiphany service! 

Please RSVP by Sunday, January 4, whether you’re 
entering the cook-off, bringing a side dish, or just 
enjoying some good food. May the best chili cook 
win!

RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/EpiphanyChili

Intern Katie Bracy Limkeman’s Last Day
Sunday, January 4
Katie Bracy Limkeman’s last 
day with us is Sunday, January 
4. During her time with us, 
Katie preached, led Engage! 
programs, attended various 
ministries, supported the 9am 
service, helped create our All 
Saints’ service, and participated in multiple roles at 
the 11am service. While we’re sad for her departure, 
we look forward to her continued discernment 
within the Diocese of North Carolina. Join us in 
wishing Katie well!

Tenth Day of Christmas Social Hour  
for all ages
Sunday, January 4 • 10am • Parish Hall

On the 10th day of Christmas, my true love gave 
to me... ten lords a-leaping! Christmas isn’t over 
yet! Gather for a festive Christmas social hour with 
merriment and Christmas treats.

Make Lunch at UMD
Saturday, January 3 • 11:15am 
Every first Saturday, a group from St. Philip’s preps 
and serves lunches for our Urban Ministries of 
Durham neighbors. Join us!

Sign up: https://tinyurl.com/umdlunch

Host Social Hour
Our social hour after the 11 a.m. service is lay-led, 
and it takes you to make it work! Hosts bring snacks, 
set them up, and hang around to talk to folks. You’ll 
have a great time! 

Sign up on the parish hall easel, or email  
office@stphilipsdurham.org to request a date. 

Virtual Religious Trauma Support Group 
Tuesdays • 7–8:30pm • January 13 – May 5
Hosted by The Beloved Community
Led by Sam Laurent, PhD
Religious trauma refers to the physical, emotional, 
or psychological distress caused by religious beliefs, 
practices, or structures. It can have lasting effects 
on a person’s physical, mental, social, emotional, or 
spiritual well-being. Anyone who identifies as having 
experienced religious trauma is welcome at this 
new online support group hosted by The Beloved 
Community.
For more info and to register:
https://belovedcommunitydurham.org/ministries
 

RSVP

Community News





Find us on Social Media 
@stphilipsdurham

St. Philip's is a church for all people. Whoever you are, wherever you 
are on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you at St. Philip’s.  
We believe God loves us all – no exceptions!

St. Philip’s Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Maryann D. Younger, Rector

The Rev. Gabe Lamazares, Associate Rector
The. Rev. Lisa Fischbeck, Priest Associate

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Pogoloff, Priest Associate
The Rev. Jim Craven, Priest Associate

Emily Sparks, Ryals Minister for Families
Chris Reed, Interim Youth Assistant

Lewis Moore, Director of Music Ministries
Amanda Robinson, Parish Administrator 

Grace Camblos, Minister for Communications
Gwenetta Drewery, Parish Custodian
Amanda “Mya” Meyer, Parish Sexton

Ashley Eastham, Bulletin Coordinator
Tonya Wilson, Parish Chef

Laura Kirby, Executive Director, The Trees
Olynda Smith, Operations Manager, The Trees

Henry Kennelly, Seminarian in Residence, The Trees
Katie Bracy Limkeman, Diocesan Intern

Lowell Darbegh 
Erin Gasch 

Sarah Johnson 
Addis Crooks-Jones 

Sue Guptill 
Marty Nelson

Jeff Pitts 
Mike Uhl 

Heather Beard 
John Bowman 
Caroline Wang 

Emily Yeatts

St. Philip’s Vestry

Connect With Us 
stphilipsdurham.org

Join our email list 
tinyurl.com/StPhilipsEpistle

Calendar
stphilipsdurham.org/calendar


