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September 1, 2024 

 

Beloved children of God,  

 

Wow!  

 

Week by week, the energy and excitement grows at St. Philip’s. Members we haven’t 

seen since the pandemic are returning, bringing joyful reunions. New families 

spanning a full range of ages and backgrounds are arriving, finding an open and 

diverse place of worship teeming with activity. Our ministries are expanding, with 

offerings both new and rejuvenated from the past. New staff members are bringing 

new energy, and the Rev. Gabe Lamazares has returned to full time ministry with us. 

Thanks be to God for all this good news.  

 

As you likely know, this year we’re in a year-long strategic visioning process. St. 

Philip’s is a parish gifted with many resources, and there’s so much we could do. 

Visioning will help us discern what we’re called to do. We’ve been asking: Why are we 

a church together? Who are we? What do we value? The answers so far have been 

astounding in number and inspirational in content. Your responses are so loving and 

beautiful they take my breath away.  

 

With all this good news and inspiring growth, this year we need to make a leap in our 

giving. To support our ongoing growth, our 2025 pledges need to increase by 

$130,000. 

 

We need to invest in our vision. 
 

While our parish visioning work is ongoing, so far three priorities have emerged: 

 

• Families: Expanding our programs to serve the growing number of children 

and families in our community 

• Music: Growing our music program to give glory to God through hymnody, 

children’s offerings, and joyful, inspiring anthems 

• Campus: Catching up on needed maintenance, upgrading technology, and 

improving energy efficiency to support our facilities’ increased day-to-day use 

 

Every autumn, we ask you to consider a pledge – or commitment – to show how 

much you intend to contribute in the coming calendar year. 



 
 

Here’s what we’re asking of you this year: 

 

• If you’re already pledging, we’re asking you to increase your pledge.  

• If you’re new and haven’t yet pledged, we’re asking you to start pledging this year.  

• If you contribute regularly to the offering plate, but haven’t yet made a formal pledge, 

we’re asking you to pledge this year. 

 

In 2024, we’re visioning about our dreams for St. Philip’s. With your pledge, in 2025 we’ll invest in 

growing that vision into reality. This is such an exciting time for our church: Between the vibrant 

worship, our many active ministries, our newcomers, and the big decisions on the horizon, it’s easy 

to feel the Holy Spirit moving at St. Philip’s.  

 

We’re building on a legacy of openness and welcome at St. Philip’s, of loving our neighbors. As we 

continue visioning and listening to what the Spirit is calling us to do, let’s prepare to invest in our 

vision. Let’s be both loving and bold as we determine the next generational impact we can make.  

 

Please join me in supporting the bright and faithful future of our parish by making a pledge this fall 

– your commitment to St. Philip’s in 2025.  

 

Beloved, I give God thanks for you every day. What an honor it is to walk with you through this 

pivotal and exciting time of St. Philip’s history. 

 

 

 
 

The Rev. Maryann D. Younger 

Rector 

 



Fall 2024 Pledge Campaign
Debit Authorization Form

A debit authorization form is required each year and whenever a change is made to the amount, start date,
end date, or bank account information. All debits will be made on or about the 20th of the month.

This is a:

□ Change of banking information
□ Change of donation amount

□ Discontinuation of automatic debit donation
□ New direct debit authorization

LAST NAME(S) FIRST NAME(S)

ADDRESS

ADDRESS 2 CITY

STATE ZIP PHONE

*Please consider adding 1% to your total to cover processing fees.

Fund Monthly Amount Date of 1st contribution Date of last contribution
2025 Operating Pledge $ __/20/2025 __/20/2025

Please debit my contribution from my (check one):

□ Savings account
□ Checking account (attach a voided check)

Routing Number: ___________________________________________
Valid routing number must be 9 digits and start with 0, 1, 2, or 3

Account Number: ___________________________________________

Please include a voided check with this form if you’re able. This lets us verify your banking
information.

Submit changes to authorizations to office@stphilipsdurham.org by the 10th of the month for the change to
take effect by the 20th of the month.

mailto:office@stphilipsdurham.org


YES! We will Invest In Our Vision!

The life of St. Philip’s – its worship services, programs and ministries – depends on the support of
each one of us. These things need your time and attention, and they need your financial support. As
you prayerfully consider your pledge this year, we ask you to consider your part in supporting a leap
of $130,000 in the church operations budget in 2025.

Pledging is part of how we take care of what’s entrusted to us. And it’s one of several ways we
Invest in Our Vision for our St. Philip’s community. We are immeasurably grateful to you for past
and continued support.

Place your paper pledge form on the altar on Commitment Sunday, October 13, 2024. If you’re
unable to attend, mail the form to the church prior to Commitment Sunday, and we’ll present your
pledge on your behalf. If you choose to pledge online, we’ll provide an “I pledged online” card for
you to present at the altar on Commitment Sunday.

Name(s)

Address

Primary Telephone Primary Email

Please prayerfully consider increasing your annual pledge at a level of generosity that flows from
the outpouring of God’s grace, mercy, and blessings in your life. Use the giving chart on the back of
this form to estimate the percentage increase you plan to pledge in 2025.

*Please consider adding 3% for credit card transactions or 1% for ACH transactions to your total pledge
amount to cover the fees associated with each.

I/We pledge a total of $ ________________ to be fulfilled by December 31, 2025

PLEDGE PAYMENT FREQUENCY

choose one:

Weekly
Monthly
Quarterly
Annually

PLEDGE PAYMENT PREFERENCE

choose one:

Debit/credit card via the website
Automatic bill pay
Check payable to St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church
Monthly electronic bank debit (complete
debit authorization form)
Appreciated stock
Charitable IRA rollover

Signature(s) _______________________________________________________ Date _____________________

If you prefer not to pledge for 2025:

Life happens – we get it! Even if you choose not to pledge, please return this form. This helps us
plan accordingly. Please indicate below and either mail your pledge form or bring it to church before
Commitment Sunday, October 13, 2024.

I/we plan to make regular offerings for 2025 but will not be making a pledge.
I/we will not be making a pledge or regular offerings for 2025.



Stewardship is taking care of what’s entrusted to us.

What’s the schedule?

Sunday, September 8: Kick-Off Sunday
“Pledging 101” Fun forum during 10 a.m.
formation hour

Sept. 8 – Oct. 13: Pledge Season
Mail or bring completed pledges to St. Philip’s

Sunday, October 13:
St. Philip’s Day and Commitment Sunday
Fellowship, celebration, and a special service in
gratitude for pledges received

How much is our annual budget?

At St. Philip’s, we rely heavily on pledged income.
In 2024, the vestry approved a deficit budget of
$1.29M, because that was the amount needed to
do the work God was calling us to do. Currently
we rely on our endowment income for 40% of our
budget. Think of the amazing things we could do
with our endowment income if we didn’t need it for
operations!

To invest in our vision in 2025, we need
to increase our operating budget by
$130,000. Will you prayerfully consider
increasing your pledge to help us meet
our goal?

What if I’m uncertain about my situation in
2025?

A pledge is a good-faith promise of sharing the
gifts God has given us. If your situation changes,
your pledge can be changed by emailing
office@stphilipsdurham.org.

What if I have more questions?

Get in touch! Email stewardship and pledge packet
questions to stewardship@stphilipsdurham.org.

Office Use Only

Giving # _____ Entered _____ DD____ PC____ PA_____

mailto:office@stphilipsdurham.org
mailto:stewardship@stphilipsdurham.org





