
CHRISTMAS EVE
LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH PAGEANT

10:30 AM, DECEMBER 24, 2020



 The Liturgy of the Word

Opening Hymn O come, all ye faithful
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Hymnal 83, verses 1-3, 6

Continued on next page



The Word of God
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Song of Praise Angels we have heard on high Hymnal 96, verse 1 



Collect for Christmas
Celebrant      The Lord be with you.
People             And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have 
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the 
Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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The Nativity Pageant
The pageant begins with a reader setting the scene and introducing us to Bethlehem. 

This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing our way to Bethlehem. The children will show us 
how to go. 

The little town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles south of Jerusalem. For thousands of years, the 
houses have huddled there on the hilltop like a family breaking bread. "Bethlehem" means "House of Bread."

All is still and quiet in the little town.
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Carol O little town of Bethlehem Hymnal 79, verses 1-2
Sung by all as the cow is brought to the stable.
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The pageant continues with Mary and Joseph making the long journey to Bethlehem. 

As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the road with their donkey. 

Look, there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking with her husband. They are Joseph and 
Mary from Nazareth! They have walked for six days to come to this place where David the King was born so 
long ago.

They have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor wants to count each one, so he can take their 
money as a tax.

But it is late, and Mary is weary. Where will they sleep? There is no room in the inn. They decide to sleep with 
the animals.

“Life of Christ” stained glass, St. John’s Episcopal Church, New City, NY.
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Carol Once in royal David’s city Hymnal 102, verse 1
Sung by all as Mary, Joseph, and a donkey are brought to the stable.
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The pageant continues as Jesus is born and Mary wraps him in cloth and lays him in the manger.

Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its breath. Suddenly, from the stables, comes the cry of a 
newborn child! Mary gently wraps the baby in a blanket and lays him in the feed box filled with straw. 

Carol Away in a Manger LEVAS 27, verses 1-3
Sung by all as the newborn Jesus is brought to the stable. 
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The pageant continues with the angels sharing the Good News with the shepherds keeping watch over their 
flocks.

In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their shadowy sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and 
in the midst of the light there is something even brighter: the faces of angels.

The fearful shepherds then hear singing in the sky, and an angel says: “Do not be afraid, Listen, I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the City of David, a Savior is born! He is Christ, the 
Lord.”

Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of them, praising God and singing: “Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, good will to all people everywhere.” 

The shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the barn behind the inn. There they find the Holy 
Family and creep forward, overwhelmed with mystery, to find Nativity itself in the center of all that love.

Le Breton, Jacques ; Gaudin, Jean. Adoration of the Shepherds, 1933
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Carol Angels, from the realms of glory Hymnal 93, verses 1-2
Sung by all as angels, shepherds, and sheep are brought to the stable.



The pageant continues with the wise men following a bright star that leads them to Bethlehem. 

Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come from the East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, 
perhaps as far as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise ones, the Magi. They are following 
the wild star, the destiny they had never seen before. They are following it, wherever it goes, to find the King. 
Its shining shows them. The Magi's journey ends in a new kind of king. Their restlessness rests at last. They fall 
to their knees and give him bright gold, sweet-smelling frankincense, and bitter myrrh, brought so far with so 
much love.

Carol We three kings of Orient are Hymnal 128, verse 1
Sung by all as the three wise men and a camel are brought to the stable.
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So now we all come, following the star, to find God-with-us. We come, as people have come all through the 
ages, to bring our own gifts to this Child, God's gift to us.

The Celebrant continues
Let us pray.

Holy God, we thank you for the gift of the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. As we celebrate his birth, we pray 
especially for the children and youth of our congregation. May the birth of the Christ child whose story we 
proclaim tonight bring light and life to each of us, and may we know the joy of the incarnation this Christmas 
and always.  Amen.

Carol Silent Night Hymnal 111
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The Prayers of the People
The Intercessor bids the prayers.

God of love, gather all people as one human family. 
Guide our community, our country, and the world. 
Help us to be kind to all people, creatures, and the earth. 
Be with all people who are sad, in need, or any trouble. 
May all who have died rest in peace. 
 
For what else shall we pray? 
(All are invited to add personal prayers silently or aloud.) 
 
The Celebrant says
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, 
and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People         And also with you.

14Heinrich Vogeler, Annunciation to the Shepherds, 1902



The Christmas Blessing
The Celebrant says
May God who sent the angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you 
heralds of the Gospel; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

15“Life of Christ” stained glass, St. John’s Episcopal Church, New City, NY.
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The Dismissal
The Deacon dismisses the people.

Closing Hymn Hymnal 100Joy  to the world! the Lord is come


